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Agreement
Concerning the Installation and Operation of a Jointly Organized Program of Doctoral Level Studies in the Area of

Dependable Electronic Hardware / Software Systems

Partners: 

Poznan University of Technology Poznan, (PUT),
Department of Computer Science and Management
Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus, (BTU),
Faculty of Mathematics, Natural Sciences and Computer Science

Introduction
1. Intentions
PUT Poznan and BTU Cottbus are ready to install a new program of doctoral studies in the are of electronic systems design and test technology. This program is essentially based on existing national doctoral programs of study. On top of the normal educational program, this program is designed to give doctoral students an additional level of qualification in various areas of design and test technology by a program of tutorials and seminars. By means of such education, successful candidates will have a wider and better qualification, regarding the needs of European industries.

2. Schemes and Organisation

Both universities agree to install a “PhD Committee”, which will supervise this program of studies and report to existing university bodies and committees that need to be involved.

The “PhD committee” should consist of two professors from either university, one senior scientist (with a doctoral degree) and one doctoral student from either university.

The main tasks of this body are:

· assessment of applications from prospective students for admission to the program

· set-up of doctoral committees for every specific graduation process
· supervision of graduation processes

· examination and acceptance / rejection of courses offered for the jointly operated

program of studies.

3. Level and Admission of Students

Both partners agree that a master or diploma level should be the essential entry qualification for candidates. Both partners are free to include candidates who start from a Bachelor level of studies optionally, but then the total program of studies must include a full master level education including a master project. Partners are also ready to receive master-level students for specific course (in English). Both partners are also willing to offer a jointly issued PhD-level certificate for doctoral students, who do additional studies and related examinations in systems design technology in parallel or after a related normal doctoral graduation process.
Prospective students have to apply to either of the partner universities. A Decision about admission or rejection is done be the PhD committee. Students can be admitted also with the side condition that they have to undergo specific master level courses and examinations before beginning actual PhD-level studies.
4. Graduation Process

On successful completion of this program, a successful candidate will receive his doctoral degree, issued by the home university where he / she is registered. If, within this program of studies, significant part of the educational program has been carried out by the respective partner university, then this second university will also appear on the doctoral certificate as supporting partner university.
Both partners will make a final decision on the actual title at a convenient point of time.

5. Introduction of courses into the educational program

Both partners will ask their professors involved in related research and education about courses (in English) that might be suitable for program of studies as:

· Master level courses (lectures, labs)

· Ph. D level courses (lectures, block tutorials).

Suggestions are to be reviewed by the PhD Committee. Upon these evaluations, the PhD Committee will issue a list of courses recommended to jointly supported PhD students.

6. Regulations

Any regulations agreed on in this program of studies are subject to acknowledgement and modification by the university authorities and bodies who control programs and examinations at the respective national level.
7. Openness

The scheme of cooperation defined here should be open to other universities, preferably in third countries. Inclusion of new partners needs a consent of existing partners.

